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Information on Weather Related Cancellations for Mini-Ball (U5-U10)

There is often confusion on a rainy and cold Saturday morning as to whether or not your child’s mini-ball game is cancelled.    Hopefully this Memo can answer most of your questions.  Games will be cancelled in either 1 of 2 situations:

1.
The City of Chilliwack closes the fields due to inclement weather.     If, due to excessive rain or snow during the preceding week, the City believes weekend use of the fields are not playable or play will likely cause excessive damage, then the City will make a decision to close its fields.   For weekend play the City makes and posts its decision on its website by not later than Friday mid-afternoon.    In these circumstances our coordinators will notify all coaches on Friday afternoon/early evening and will post the closure on the main page of our Club’s website (www.chilliwackfc.com).   It is up to each coach to contact parents.
City Parks staff responsible for these decisions do the necessary field inspections on Friday and make their decision based on those inspections.    These staff do not work weekends.    Thus if on a Friday the City decides to close the fields for weekend play then the fields will be closed and all games will be cancelled, even if the weather improves overnight and on Saturday morning.   Similarly if the City decides on a Friday to leave the fields open for weekend play then, as far as the City is concerned, the fields will remain open for weekend play, even if the weather turns nasty on overnight and on Saturday morning.

2.
There may be occasions where the City decides to leave the fields open but we at the Club decide early Saturday morning to cancel all games.    This would happen if, due to snow, extreme cold  or excessive overnight rain we are of the view that it would not be prudent to play either because of player safety concerns or because of a concern that fields will suffer excessive damage.     In these situations we will email all coaches before 8:00 a.m. and have the cancellation notice posted on the main page of our website by 8:00 a.m.   
So on weekends where the weather is poor, check our website Friday pm.   If there is no cancellation notice then fields are open.    Check again Saturday morning around 8:00 a.m. for any further closure notice.   If you see no closure notice on our website by 8:00 a.m. then fields are open and the games are on.
Finally, it is ultimately up to the referee and the coaches on any given day as to whether or not a game is played.  There may be times when the fields are open and the Club has not cancelled the games but a particular field may not be safe to play on.  

